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Another Great Year

Sign next to the library door at FUH, Fall 2023

As part of a presentation by the Worcester 
Historical Society at Meadowood on October 26, 
Bill Bourne, local artist, past president and board 
member of the Society was honored for his 
dedication and service to the community with the 
renaming of the Farm Museum of Worcester, PA 
to the Bill Bourne Farm Museum of Worcester, 
Pa. Over the course of the past forty-seven years, 
Bill spent hundreds of hours designing and 
building the museum located in the Farmer Union 
Hall. 

This award was presented as part of a general 
recognition of Bill’s service to the community as 
well as marking his 98th birthday, a noteworthy 
achievement in itself. In attendance were Mead-
owood friends, family, and Society Board 
Members past and present.

Jim Thompson right and Allan Bozorth, Board 
Members, presen�ng commemora�ve plaque
to Bill Bourne, October, 2023 

 

                                Dutchie Church

One of the most important events in our 
society's history was the sale of the Dutchie 
Church and its property to the township as part 
of their open space effort for the Township's 
300th Anniversary in 2033. The Township and 
Worcester Historical Society will continue to 
work together to maintain the building and site. 

The Old
Dutchie 
Church,
1581 Valley 
Forge Rd.



-

Membership

 

Our Members Are VIPs! You, our members, 
are the Society’s most important people. 
Without you, we would not be able to open 
our museum to the public, or design and 
build the new exhibits that are such a great 
attraction in our museum and library. We 
want you as a member, so we have some 
membership gifts for you —  

With a Sustaining Member-
ship ($100), visit the museum 
to pick up a copy of A History 
of Worcester Township, the 
definitive work on the inns, 
schools, mills, churches, 
cemeteries, villages, and 
historic homes of Worcester.

With a Lifetime Membership ($500), visit 
the museum to pick up a numbered print of 
Bill Bourne’s iconic painting of Fairview Vil-
lage at the turn of the 19th century. Do you 
know about the WW I & II monuments and 
the soldiers and sailors who died in these 
                                                   wars? You’ll 
                                                   find that, and  
                                                   so much more, 
                                                   in A History of 
                                                   Worcester 
                                                   Township 
                                                    which you 
                                                    can also 
                                                    purchase 
                                                    for $50.

 

Spring Program 

Methacton 1968 
Class Reunion Tour

Flax Spinning Wheel Donation

On March 26, the Worcester Historical Society hosted its 
annual meeting in the Farmer Union Hall. 2023 marked the 
125th anniversary of the Hall and we have a number of 
commemorative exhibits scheduled to honor this event. 
 

        The a�ached photo from 1914 is of the gradua�ng class
       celebra�ng commencement in the newly electrified Hall. 

Our presentation for the meeting was “The Roads of 
Worcester from Anders to Zacharias.” The presentation was 
based on many historic photos and maps of Worcester which 
have been donated to us over 
the years. The presentation 
was concluded with the parti-
cipation of Sean Halbom, the 
Township Manager, who spoke 
of transportation planning for 
2023.

On Saturday, November 
18th, the Worcester 
Historical Society 
welcomed 30 members of 
the Methacton Class of 
1968 for a tour of the Bill 
Bourne Farm Museum 
and the Farmer Union 
Hall. 

Our community outreach 
includes tours for events 
such as high school 
reunions so please keep 
us in mind as you plan for 
events.

We recently were given a lovely flax spinning wheel 
which has descended in the Schultz and Kreibel families 
of Worcester.  The donor, Willis Kriebel, remembered 
this wheel stored in the attic of the Kreibel homestead 
where he was raised in Worcester.  This wheel likely 
dates from the late 18th century and was used to spin 
flax fibers into thread which were then woven to produce 
linen cloth.  Flax was a major crop in Worcester, readily 
grown in this region and 
linen was the staple textile 
for 18th and early 19th cen-
tury clothing.  The chore of 
spinning thread was a ne-
cessary task of the women 
who needed to produce 
clothing for their families.  
This wheel, also known as 
a Saxony wheel, is in very 
good condition with all its 
parts intact.  WHS is very 
grateful to have this wheel, 
knowing its long connection
to Worcester.



Corporate Sponsors

AJR Environmental, Inc.
Ambler Savings Bank

Bechtel Kitchens
Bradford Woodworking

Bustard Christmas Trees

Chambers Associates, Inc.
Dan Moore Tree Service

David Brothers Bean Rd Nursery
e3 Technical Solutions

Frog Hollow Racquet Club
Meadowood Senior Living

Merrymead Farm
Miller Pump Systems

North Penn Auto Service
O & F Farms

Rischer Van Horn Florist
R.L. Williams Funeral Home, Inc.

The Grand Fromage
Wehrung’s Lumber & Home Ctr

Thank you! to our 2023

Nico’s Pizza

Center Point Pond

Jacob Wentz Tavern Sign,
December, 2023

Jacob Wentz Inn, 1764

Corporate Sponsors
             

Our outreach and response by local companies has con-
tinued and has brought a wonderful resonance of solidarity. 
We want to thank these sponsors for their interest in pre-
serving Worcester’s Historical past and future.

Lester Landes Files

14th Year of Education Outreach
The Worcester Historical Society is pleased to announce 
that they have replaced the 40-year-old sign at the corner 
of Deer Creek and Hollow with an exact replica of the 
previous sign. This sign commemorates the presence of 
the colonial army and George Washington in Worcester 
as they prepared for the Battle 
of Germantown in 1777. The 
sign is located next to an his-
toric lilac bush, which dates 
back to the time of the Wentz 
Tavern. The site has been 
maintained by volunteers and 
concerned citizens since 1984 
when it was originally placed 
on the Schweiker property. If 
you want to find more about 
the Inn, please open your 
Worcester Book and go to 
page 47.

The Worcester Historical Society is now in a position to 
make available the collection of work done by Lester 
Landes in 1984. Lester was a founding member of the 
Historical Society and spent four years transcribing the 
"Montgomery Transcript", the newspaper of the day, 
which covered Worcester and surrounding towns. The 
paper was first published in Skippack beginning in 1885, 
and it was stopped in 1952. Lester reviewed 67 years of 
newspapers at the Schwenkfelder Library and 
laboriously typed two documents. The first is the "Lester 
Landes Legacy" of 400 pages, which chronologically 
accounts for all the stories of Worcester during this time 
frame. The second document is the "Lester Landes 
Special Topics", 191 pages, of thematic events. Want to 
know about the schools of Worcester? The Ku Klux 
Klan in Worcester? This document will tell you all about 
them. 
You can download the documents or read it on our 
website " ". Go to the "local worcesterhistorical.org
History" tab and click on either of the Lester Landes 
tabs. 
We would like to thank local Worcester computer 
company, e3 Technical Solutions and its owner, Jason 
Brunt, for their support and outstanding work. We also 
want to thank our members and donors for their financial 
support for this and many other projects to preserve 
Worcester history.

In June of 2023, the Worcester Historical Society finished  
their annual 2nd and 4th grade tours of the Farmer Union Hall. 
It has been an amazing 14 years. The children from Worcester 
Elementary come to visit the Hall and learn about life as it  
was 125 years ago. At this time,  
there were no stores like Target   
or Wawa. There was only Alle-   
bach’s General Store. They saw                                       
Mr. Grobb, the lead teacher in  
our school room, and Mr. Houpt, 
resident blacksmith, in our black- 
smith display. They met a living, 
breathing, Revolutionary War 
soldier; reenactor and board  

member, Dan Kinnamon. And 
they learned that just because 
their post office address is Lansdale, Collegeville, Eagleville 
or Norristown, they ALL live in Worcester!  



Upcoming Events

Our Spring meeting is scheduled for Sunday,
April 21st, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm, at the Farmers
Union Hall. The title of our program is “Colonial 
Brewing” and will discuss our local Worcester 
Taverns and share the important role of beer and 
brewing for the Colonial Soldiers. Mike Carver, re-  

Please check our website at 
www.worcesterhistorical.org for more details 
or follow us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/WorcesterHistoricalSocietyPA  

The Museum at the Farmers Union Hall will be 
open new hours this year; the second and fourth
Saturday of each month, from 9 am to noon,
starting April 13th through October 12th. Stop by 
and visit; there is something for all ages. 

Annual Antique and Flea Market to be held on
May 4th from 8 am to 2 pm at the Worcester
Township Hall in Fairview Village. If you are 
interested in becoming a vendor, please check
our website for further details. 

Worcester Historical Society
P.O. Box 112
Worcester, PA 19490

Follow us on Facebook  

  
  and Instagram  

 

www.worcesterhistorical.org

Frasier’s Pond 

The historical society recently received a donation of a photo 
showing Frasier's Pond. Anyone who grew up in Worcester 
before 1970 knew the pond as a great place to go ice skating and 
carp fishing. Parents were favorable because although large, it 
was very shallow. It was originally part of the Kriebel Mill and 
stored water for the mill race. We don't have a date on this photo. 
We know it was before 1971 because that is when a hurricane 
wiped out the pond. You can see the remains of the dam along 
the Zacharias Trail. In the background, is Wentz's Church 
without the many additions we can see today. Anyone have an 
idea as to when this picture was taken?

enactor and local Brewmeister, will be presenting.
There will be a tasting of Spruce Beer. 


